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Foreign Office regretted as likely to cause speculation and
excitement.54 From Buchanan in St. Petersburg came a
long telegram:
[Sazonov] thought that, in the event of an Austrian
attack, Serbian Government would abandon Belgrade and
withdraw their forces to the interior, while they would at
the same time appeal to Powers to help them. His Excel-
lency was in favor of such an appeal. . . . Were Serbia to
appeal to Powers, Russia would be quite ready to stand
aside and leave question in hands of England, France, Italy
and Germany.
[After telling of the Tsar's approval of the contingent
mobilisation of 1,100,000 men, Paleologue's "formal assur-
ance that France placed herself unreservedly on Russia's
side," and his inquiry "whether the British fleet was pre-
pared to play part assigned to it by Anglo-French Naval
Convention," Buchanan continued:] His Excellency [Sazo-
nov] assured me once more that he did not wish to pre-
cipitate a conflict, but unless Germany can restrain Austria
I can regard situation as desperate. Russia cannot allow
Austria to crush Serbia and become predominant Power in
the Balkans, and, secure of support of France, she will face
all the risks of war. For ourselves position is a most
perilous one, and we shall have to choose between giving'
Russia our active support or renouncing her friendship. If
we fail her now we cannot hope to maintain that friendly
cooperation with her in Asia that is of such vital importance
to us.55
This telegram, indicating that "Russia, secure of sup-
port of France, will face all the risks of war/' might well
have prompted Sir Edward Grey to the conclusion that it
54 For all this bad news, see B.D., 130-138,
5)5 Buchanan to Grey, July 25, 8 P.M., received 10:30 P.M.; BJX,
125. Cf. B.B.B., 17, in which the paraphrase of 1914 alters the meaning
in the second sentence of the last paragraph by adding three words to
read, "if she feek secure of support of France, she [Russia] wiU face all
the risks of war." See also above, ch. vi, at note 109, for important pas-
sages omitted from the British Blue Book of 1911